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COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
Improvements in or relating to Mattresses, Cushions and the like. 
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We, Heal & Son Limited, a British 
Company, of 196 Tottenham Court Road, 
London, W.l, do hereby declare this inven- 
tion, for which we pray that a patent may 
be granted to us and the method by which 
it is to be performed, to be particularly 
described "m end by the following statement; 

The present Invention relates to mattresses, 
cushions and the like and has for its object 
to provide an improved construction of 
mattress or cushion (hereinafter referred to 
simply as a mattress) having one aide or 
supporting surface which is soft and a re- 
verse side or supporting surface which is 
comparatively firm so thai by turning the 
mattress over, one or other of said surfaces 
can be brought uppermost to suit personal 
requirements. Further objects of the inven- 
tion are to provide a mattress of this nature 
wherein both supporting surfaces are suit- 
ably supported over substantially the whole 
of their areas so that each surface remains 
level after continual use; to provide for 
adequate ventilation between the surfaces;- 
to provide relatively firm edges on both sides 
of the roattreag to avoid permanent distortion 
of the mattress, caused by people sitting on 
the said edges thereor, and to fit a tick or 
cover to the mattress in such a manner that 
the tick Is held against unintentional move- 
ment relatively to the mattress. 

It is not broadly new to make cushions or 
mattresses having different materials for 
each broad face out the present invention 
differs from the art shown in Spccificationa 
Nos. 410577; 481,234 and -587,625 in that 
among other things. One side of the mat- 
tress is made of foamed latex, the other side 
of rubberized hair and that the surfaces of 
aaid sides are substantially flat because each 
component is a flat surfaced slab-like piece. 
Thus when the invention is applied to a 
cushion the resulting article is a flat slab or 
squab and not of the sh ape generally termed 



"cushion shape". In one construction 
according to the Invention, one slab has 
upstanding walls to provide a tray-shaped 
recess to receive the other but the 
presence of the said walls does not materi- 
ally affect the general slab-like shape of the 
slob in question. 

According to the invention there is pro- 
vided a reversible flat surfaced mattress of 
slaWike shape comprising in combination a 
slab of foamed rubber latex secured to a 
slab of rubberised hair, the adjacent faces of 
the two components being interrupted by 
cavities to provide air spaces within ma 
body of the mattress. 

One slab may have upstanding side walls 
to provide a recess or cavity to receive the 
other slab. An absorbent layer of wool, 
felt, or other suitable material rnay be pro- 
vided between the rubberised hair slab and 
an outer cover. 

Further, accordlnfl to the invention, the 
mattress comprises a slab of foamed rubber 
latex and a slab of rubberised hair, the 
ecses of the latter slab being formed with 
upstanding shallow side walls, forming a 
boundary fen; the edges of the slab of foamed 
rubber latex and to which said edges are 
bonded, and wherein the face of the 
rubberised hair slab opposed to the foamed 
rubber latex slab is formed ox provided with 
ribs which form air passages between them- 
selves and said opposed faces of the two 
layers. 

The rubberised hair material is made up 
in sheet or block form, is compressible, and 
easily cut into slabs to suit requirements. 

In order thai the invention may be clearly 
understood and readily carried into effect 
reference will now be made to the accosa. 
penying drawings which illustrate a pre- 
ferred embodiment of the invention by way 
of example, and wherein : — 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the 
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complete mattress with an outer, cover there- 
for omited: 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary view drawn to a 
w larger scale and stowing pan of the mattress 
5 ia aoss-section. 

Referring to the drawings, the mattrwa 
comprises a layer or slab of rubberised Iiair 
1 which is formed at its edges with shallow 
upstanding side walls 2 so that the rubberised 
10 hair component resembles a shallow tray. 
The inner face of this slob 1 of rubberised 
hair 1$ fitted or formed with a plurality of 
ribs or webs 3 which are spaced apart in 
parallelism and extend longitudinally of the 
is mattress and support a slab 5 of foamed 
rubber latex in the manner described below. 
In this way the adjacent faces of the two 
corpponenls are interrupted by cavities 4 
which provide air passage of sjpaces which 
SO opeo at their ends through, the nay walls 2 
to permit a free Sow of air through the mar- 
tress. The upper faces 3* of these ribs or 
webs 3 are below the upper faces 2a of the 
fide walls 2 of the slab of rubbsricad hair 
25 end these ribs 3, in addition to forming air 
passages 4. also constitute supports for the 
dab of foamed, rubber latex 5 which sears 
on die zzbs 3 and has its upper surface 5a 
flush with the upper faces 2a of the shallow 
30 ode walls 2 of thfc alab of rubbericed hair 1. 
The side edges 5b of the. slab of foamed 
rubber latex 5 are preferably bonded to the 
inner faces 2b of the eaid aide walls 2 and, 
if desired, the lower ox Inner surface 5c of 
35 the slab of foamed rubber fafr** 5 may he 
bonded to the upper faces 3a of the ribs 3 
where it contacts the latter. 

The outer lower face la and the outer 
faces of the side walls 2 of the slab of 
40 rubberised hair are preferably upholstered 
with wooj or conoh felt and Button tufted. 
If desired, an absorbent layer of wool; felt, 
or other suitable material (not shown) may 
bo provided between the slab of foamed 
45 rubber latex S and an outer cover. 

The entire mattress is encased in a tick or 
cover (not illustrated) and the edges of the 
tick may oe stitched ru the outer faces of the 
side wails 2 of the slab of rubberised hair 
n0 by the normal two inch mattress side stitch- 
ing. The tick is thus retained to position 
and cannot possibly slip around the mattress. 
It is preferred, although not essential, to use 
best quality white rubberised hair and not 
55 the normal grey. 

From the foregoing it will be appreciated 
that the various objects of the Invention are 
achieved. The foamed rubber latex side S 
. of the mattress provides a soft supporting 
69 surface and by reversing the mattress and 
bringing the rabbsriaod hair aide 1 upper- 
most a comparatively firm supportins sur- 
face is obtained. The said ribs or webs 3 
between the two layers 1 and 5, act to sup- 
65 port the foamed rubber latex between oppo- 



site sides -and so prevent any undesirable 
sagging of the foamed rubber latex while 
permitting the latter to yield under load. 
The ribs or web3 3 also define air passages 
4 through which air can pace along the 70 
complete length of the mattress between trie 
layers while the walls 2 at the edge of the 
rubberised hair slab provide, in efleet, a 
relatively firm border or' surround to die 
laiex dab. 75 
What we claim is: — 

1. A reversible flat-surfaced frattfcefis of 
sbb Jilce shape comprising in combination a 
slab of foamed rubber latex secured rjo a 
slab of rubberised hair, the adjacent faces 80 
of the two components being interrupted by 
cavities to provide air spaces within the 
body of the mattress. 

2. A mattress a* claimed in Claim 1 
wherein one slab has upstanding walls to 85 
provide a recess in which tbc other dab it 
seated. 

3* A reversible manress according to. 
Claim 2, comprising & slab of foamed rubber 
latex and a slab "f rubberised hair the 90 
edges of the latter slab oeins formed with 

upstanding shallow eide walls forming a 
boundary for the edges of the slab of foamed 
rubber latex and to winch said edges am 
bonded, and wherein the face of the 95 
rubberised hair slab opposed to the foamed 
rubber IateX slab is formed or provided with 
ribs which form air passages between them- 
servos and s<Hd opposed faces of the two 
layers. joo 

4. A reversible mattress uncording to 
Claim 3 7 wherein said air passages extend 

longitudinally of the mattress. 

5. A reversible mattress according to 

Claim 3 or 4 wherein the ribs formed of the 105 
rubberised hair material hsva their faces 
adjacent to the face of the slab of foamed 
rubber latex bonded thereto. . 

6. A reversible matrrexc according to any 

of the preceding claims wherein the outer 110 
fiat face of the layer or rubberised hair is 
upholsterod with wool or cotton felt, end a 
tide or cover fined to the manress and tHe 
upholstered surface button tufted. 

7. 'A reversible mattress according to 115 
any of the preceding claims, wherein an 
absorbent layer of wool, Celt, or other suit- 
able material is provided between the outer 
face of the slab of rubber latex and an outer 
cover or tick. 120 

8. A "reversible mattress according to 
Claim 6 or 7, wherein the edges of the tick 
are 9titehed to the sides of the slab of 
rubberised hair. 

9. A reversible, mattress, constructed 125 
substantially as hereinbefore described with 

101 Leadenhall Strecx, London, E.C3. 
Agent for the Applicants. 
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We. Heal & Son Lb-otto, a British 
Company, of 396 Tottenham Court Road. 
London. WJ, do hereby declare this in- 
veniion to b= described in the following 
o statement: — 



The present invention relates to mat' 
tresses, cushions and the like and has for its 
object to provide an improved ccmstmcrian 

of matreifi or cushion (hereinafter referred 
in in simply as a maiiress) having one side or 
sunponinji serf ace which is soft and a re- 
verie aide or supporting surface which is 
comparatively nrm so that by turning the 
mattress over one ox other of said surfaces 
can he brought uppermost to suit personal 
requirements. Further objects of the inven- 
tion are to provide a mattress of this nature 
*bercin both supporting surfcees are SUit- 
*? 'V s, -rlwrtBl over substantially the whole 
-» nf their areas so that each surface remains 
level after continual use; to provide for 
adequate ventilation between the surfaces, 
\o provide relatively ftrm edges on both sides 
of the mattress io avoid permanent distor- 
iwn of the mattress, caused by people sitting 
on ihe said edges thereof, and to fit a tick 
or cover to the mattress in such a manner 
that the tick is held against unintentionaJ 
movement relatively to the mattress. 
30 According to the present invention there 
is provided a reversible mattress, cushion or 
the like which comprises on one side a sup- 
port ing surface of rubber latex and on the 
other side a supporting surface of rubberised 
35 hair, and wherein the opposed Inner faces 
of the rubber latex and the mbbcriscd hair 
ure spaced apart by means which form a 
plurality of air Dassages, Preferably an 
absorbent layer of wool, felt, or other euit- 
4u able material is provided between tnc rubber 
latex and .an outer cover, 

According to a. preferred form of tha in- 
vention, the mattress comprises a normally 
upper layer of rubber latex and a normally 

4S lower layer of rubberised hair material, the 
edge* cif the latter layer being formed with 
upsiandme shallow side walls, forming a 
boundary for the ed»es of the layer of rubber 
lute* and io which said edges are bonded, 

00 and wherein the face of the rubberised hair 
material opposed lo the rubber latex is 
formed or provided with ribs which form air 
passages between themselves and said 
opposed faces of the two layers, 

55 t The rubberised haJr material is made up 
in sheet or block form, is compressible and 
easily cut to suit requirements. 
To enable the invention to bs clsarly 



understood an embodiment thereof wIH now 
be described by way of sxajupfe. 60 

According to this embodiment the mat- 
tress comprises a normally lower layer of 
rubberised hair which is formed at its edges 
with shallow upstanding side wahs so that 
the layer of rubberised hair resembles a 63 
shallow tray. Tho inner or upper face of 
this layer of rubberised hair £ fitted or 
formed with a plurality of ribs or wens 
Which are spaced apart in parallelism and 
extend longitudinally of the mattress to pro- 70 

vide between themselves afx passages or 
spaces which are open at their ends to per. 
mit a free flow of air through tho mattress* 
The upper faces of these ribs or webs are 
below the. Upper faces, of tha side walls 75 
of the layer of rubberised hair and these 
ribs, in addition to forming air passages, 
also constitute supports for a Jayir jf rubber 
latex which scats on the ribs and has its 
upper surface flush with the upper feces of 80 
the shallow side walls of the lower layer of 
rubberised hair. 

The side edges of rhe layer of rubber latex 
ore preferably bonded to the inner faces of 
the said . side walls and, if desired the lower S5 
or inner surface of the layer of rubber latex 
may be bonded to the upper faces of the 
ribs where it contacts the latter. 

The outer lower face of th& layer of 
rubberised hair is preferably upholstered SO 
with wool or cotton felt and is button tufted 
No upholstery or ties need be applied to 
the latex side. 

The entire mattress is encased in a tick 
or cover and the edges of the tick may be 95 
stitched to the outer faces of the side walls 
of the layer of rubberised hair by the normal 
two inch mattress side stitching. The dek 
is rhus retained In position and cannot 
possibly slip around the mattress. It is pre- 100 
f erred, although not essential, to use best 
quality white rubberised hair and not the 
normal grey. 

From tho foregoing it will be appreciated 
that the various objects of the invention axe 105 
achieved. The rubber latex side of the 
mattress provides a soft supporting surface 
aid by reversing the mattress and bringing 
the rubberised hair side uppermost a com- 
paratively firm supporting surface is ob- 110 
tamed. The said ribs or webs between the 
two layers act to support the rubber latex 
between opposite sides and so prevent any 
undesirable sagging of the rubber latex 
while permitting the latter to yield under 115 
load. The ribs or webs also define air pass- 
ages through which air caa pass along the 
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complete length of the mattress between the 
layer* while the walls at the etfee of the 

rubberised hair layer provide, in effect, a. 
rclarfveJy finn border or surround to the 
latex layer. 



HBRBKRT J. W. WILDBORE, 
292 High Holboxn. 
London. W-Ql. 
Agent tor The Applicants. 
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